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He has been confined in isolation and

deprived of basic medical care for long
periods of time. After being allowed to
visit him for the first time in eight
years, his wife reported that he is in
very poor health. Other members of the
civil rights organization have followed
in Chaviano’s footsteps and continued
to press the Cuban government for
democratic reforms, at great peril to
themselves.

Jimmy Carter is a man who is often
praised in the media as a ‘‘model ex-
President’’ or a ‘‘statesman’’ for his
work with Habitat for Humanity. I do
believe there is still time for him to
make a more positive contribution to
the plight of the Cuban people and to
American foreign policy regarding
Fidel Castro.

Mr. Carter is scheduled to deliver a
speech to the Cuban people tonight. His
remarks have the potential to do enor-
mous good or to cause further harm.
Rather than legitimizing a tyrant and
a man who doesn’t care for the well-
being of his own people; he could advo-
cate positive change for the belea-
guered Cuban people.

If Mr. Carter in his speech tonight is
looking for a road map to freedom and
prosperity for the Cuban people, he
need look no further than the words
and principles of freedom written by
George Mason in the Virginia Declara-
tion of Rights. This document, adopted
on June 12, 1776, helped form the basis
of our Declaration of Independence and
15 years later in our Bill of Rights as
the first amendments to our Constitu-
tion.

I would read a few excerpts from
George Mason’s historic words from
various articles of the Virginia Dec-
laration of Rights, which I think are
instructive.

Article 1: That all men are by nature
equally free and independent and have cer-
tain inherent rights, of which, when they
enter into a state of society, they cannot, by
any compact, deprive or divest their pos-
terity; namely, the enjoyment of life and lib-
erty, with the means of acquiring and pos-
sessing property, and pursuing and obtaining
happiness and safety.

Article 2: That all power is vested in, and
consequently derived from, the people; that
magistrates are their trustees and servants
and at all times amenable to them.

Article 3: That government is, our ought to
be, instituted for the common benefit, pro-
tection, and security of the people, nation,
or community; of all the various modes and
forms of government, that is best which is
capable of producing the greatest degree of
happiness and safety and is most effectually
secured against the danger of maladmin-
istration. And that, when any government
shall be found inadequate or contrary to
these purposes, a majority of the community
has an indubitable, inalienable, and indefea-
sible right to reform, alter, or abolish it, in
such manner as shall be judged most conduc-
tive to the public weal.

Article 12: That the freedom of the press is
one of the great bulwalks of liberty, and can
never be restrained but by despotic govern-
ments.

Article 16: That religion, or the duty which
we owe to our Creator, and the manner of
discharging it, can be directed only by rea-
son and conviction, not by force or violence;

and therefore all men are equally entitled to
the free exercise of religion, according to the
dictates of conscience . . .

Those are the words of freedom, and
of the inherent rights to which all peo-
ple are entitled, even if only tempo-
rarily subjugated.

Therefore, I call on former President
Carter to embrace these truths and to
use this unique opportunity to advance
these enduring principles of liberty in
Cuba.

I urge him to support the Varela
Project, which is a petition drive that
has collected the 10,000 signatures
needed under Castro’s so-called ‘‘con-
stitution’’ to force a referendum on
whether his government should be al-
lowed to continue.

I call on Fidel Castro to heed the
concepts first enunciated by George
Mason 226 years ago in the Western
Hemisphere, and I also call upon him
to schedule free and fair democratic
elections on the island of Cuba within
the next year.

Mr. President, I will close with more
words from George Mason, who said:

There is a passion to the mind of man, es-
pecially a free man, which renders him impa-
tient of a restraint.’’

Mr. Carter has the power to either to
fan the flames of those passions and as-
pirations of the Cuban people, or to
throw cold water on them. The choice
he needs to make is clear. Do not
flinch. Stand strong for freedom!

Thank you. I yield the floor.
f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of last year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred April 3, 1991 in
Boston, MA. A Northeastern University
student was arrested for making anti-
Semitic and anti-homosexual death
threats. The student, Garrett
McAdams, was accused of threatening
to kill a Jewish Realtor and bomb the
offices of a gay student organization.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation and
changing current law, we can change
hearts and minds as well.

f

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
wish to explain my absence from yes-
terday’s vote on the nomination of
Paul G. Cassell to be U.S. District
Judge for the District of Utah. After
spending yesterday working with con-

stituents in Connecticut, I was sched-
uled to fly back to Washington in time
to make the vote. Unfortunately, high
wind and tornado threats caused
flights into Washington to be can-
celled. I ultimately returned to Wash-
ington by train and too late to cast my
vote. Had I been here, I would have
cast my vote in the affirmative.

f

NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS
WEEK

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, each
day our Nation’s law enforcement offi-
cers step onto the street, putting their
lives on the line to protect our commu-
nities. These honorable men and
women risk so much so that others can
feel safe.

New Yorkers owe our State and local
law enforcement officers an enormous
debt of gratitude. The historic drop in
crime that we have seen in the last few
years is truly a reflection of their fine
work and tireless dedication. The low-
crime rate that New York City enjoys
today would never have been possible
without the extraordinary work of the
New York City Police Department.

One small step we can take to begin
to repay that debt is ensuring that our
men and women in blue are equipped
with the tools they need to protect
themselves from the constant dangers
they face; and that police departments
around the country have the additional
resources they need meet new demands
placed on them.

In the past several months, their re-
sponsibility have only grown larger.
From the first moments our country
saw NYPD officers at the base of the
World Trade Center towers, the role of
police officers around the country was
changed forever. The September 11 ter-
rorist attacks put communities around
America on the frontlines in our war
against terrorism at home, and our
local public safety officers must now be
prepared for the unimaginable: biologi-
cal and terrorist attacks.

We pay tribute to the hard work and
sacrifice of our police officers not just
this week but every day of our lives as
we move freely about our communities,
largely uninhibited by fear and danger.
We should take a moment to recognize
the peace of mind that our local law
enforcement officers provides us, and
life’s precious gifts that come with
that assurance.

Public service is one of our country’s
most noble callings and law enforce-
ment captures that spirit of sacrifice
and devotion to community. We thank
the families of police officers for their
ever present courage and selflessness.
To the police officers who uphold our
laws and protect our communities from
crime, we give our appreciation, admi-
ration and immeasurable pride for the
jobs you do every day.
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